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Sarah (00:05):
Hi and welcome to Forgotten Film Club. We're your hosts, Sarah
Hallie (00:08):
Hallie
John (00:09):
and John.
Sarah (00:10):
Today we're talking about a tween soap opera from 1992, recommended to us by Friend of the Pod Taryn. We'll let her introduce it to you.
Taryn (00:18):
It's amazing. It is an early nineties, Soap Opera, starring Sarah Michelle Gellar. Brittany Daniel ends up in it at some point too, and it is complete and utter garbage. It's like those reenactment, reenactment videos of the crime scenes and shit. It's like if the reenactment was doing Saved by the Bell and maybe Kids, Incorporated. It's so fucking weird. Actually, no Ghostwriter. Saved by the Bell and Ghostwriter except for the whole, you know, ghosts and mysteries thing. But it's like a baby, a preteen All My Children. It's a soap opera and it's 65 episodes.
Hallie (01:11):
I love the description because it totally is like those reenactments. That's exactly the vibe.
Sarah (01:17):
So according to Wikipedia, "Swan's Crossing is an American teen drama television series created by Mardee Kravit and Ned Kandel. The series stars Sarah Michelle Geller, Brittany Daniel, Stacey Moseley, and Eddie Robinson. It aired in syndication from June 29th to September 25th, 1992. The series chronicles the lives of a group of wealthy teenagers living in the seaside town of Swan's Crossing. Sydney Rutledge, Sarah Michelle Geller, was the daughter of the town's mayor, Margaret "Muffy" Rutledge. They lived right next door to the mayor's political rival Grant Booth and his family. Cindy had a close but secret friendship with Grant's son, Garrett, Shane McDermott, but the parents found out and built a literal wall between them and their houses. The couple broke up, but still stayed in the same social groups generating a bitter struggle between them as the season progressed. Also from Wikipedia, "a Swan's crossing series of action figures at a rock concert play set were produced by Playmates Toys."
(02:14):
We watched the first episode, which is about 18 minutes long and available to stream for free on Tubi. The score is by far so amazing. I'm getting notes of mall, Saved by the Bell, Martika's first album, and of course the expected soap opera drama. Also, these people are so rich, they think the sun was kept in their vault overnight. SMG's character is such a mean little tween, she instructs her driver to accelerate in the car at the titular swans crossing, poor birdies. We then cut to the equivalent of The Max, and oddly enough, all of these people look familiar to me, but I don't think I've ever seen this show before. If I have, it's buried so incredibly deep and would have to meet a babysitter was watching it when I was but a small child. Oh, okay. There's also song. We've broken out out into song.
(03:01):
It's pitchy, but it's fun. The lead singer is using a soft serve ice cream cone as a microphone. Enter Sydney, Sarah Michelle Geller. She's wearing a riding outfit even though no horses are around. Meanwhile, these two boys are going to set off a rocket. We learn that Sydney is wearing her riding outfit because she's just returned from riding camp to help her mother campaign in an uncontested mayoral election in what I'm assuming is the town square. Sydney spots Garrett, who is one of her friend's brothers, but here he is in Swan's crossing on a minibike. Even this dude's sister thought he was in France. So anyway, these two star crossed tweens seem to be in for some adventure as Sydney instructs her driver to follow Garrett. Meanwhile, Garrett draws ever closer to the rocket. As the boys count down to the launch, we cut to a submarine where a father and daughter are returning to Swan's crossing from the Seychelles.
(03:52):
The girl is super bummed to be returning because it is so boring, but something tells me Swan's crossing is not going to be boring. Garrett approaches the boys with the rocket on foot and they stop the countdown just in time. Sydney's driver gets a very long warning from a traffic cop, and then we cut to Sydney's mom. She's planning the town's Big 4th of July celebration where she remarks that she's glad Sydney and Garrett are separated from each other for the summer. Then we cut back to Garrett, who tells the boys that he's back from France to help his dad with a cashflow problem, which aren't these kids all 12 years old? Meanwhile, back in the submarine, which by the way has a swan periscope, the daughter gets ready to open the hatch. The rocket countdown continues. Garrett sees Sydney across the field and runs out of his sheltered position to greet her.
(04:40):
One of the boys orders the others to stop the launch, but it is too late. Hearing the explosion, the submariners decide not to surface. Sydney sobs. She shouts Garrett's name in vain. Back to Sydney's mom: She complains about how Garrett's dad botched her home renovation, so she's suing him.
(04:58):
Meanwhile, Sydney solves that she killed Garrett. I mean, if he's dead, then this guy was obliterated, but I bet he's really just been thrown to a ditch or something. While most of the people feel some kind of survivor's guilt, the rocket boys insist there's no way the rocket was powerful enough to kill Garrett. Then one of them finds a rock with a chalk message written on it "am okay, don't tell S."
(05:18):
He and another girl almost kiss, but there's something that needs to be figured out with the propulsion system. I have no idea. I hope that sentence makes sense to the two of you, because I wrote this when I watched it a while ago, and it sounds like utter nonsense now, but I'm just going to move on.
(05:35):
Even without seeing the message, Sydney appears to be on to Garrett, Sydney shouts that she's going to call the cops if he's not at the soda shop in an hour. Garrett decides to be 10 minutes late to meet Sydney. These people are both assholes. Is that okay to say about children? Garrett sits on the beach to kill time and an alien like creature appears so, okay, I can see how this would you in, I would've devoured this a couple of decades ago. I've got a soft spot in my heart for a syndicated show.
Hallie (06:04):
Well, the first thought I had in watching this was, oh my God, I can so see, if I had seen this as a kid, I would've become obsessed with it. If I'd seen this at like eight o'clock at night, at age 12, I would've been like, what is this? Who are these people?
John (06:23):
I was reading an Entertainment Weekly article from July of 1992 with, what was it? Mardee Kravit, who was one of the executive producers, and he says that they said that the demographic for this was seven to 15 years old.
Hallie (06:40):
Seven?
John (06:41):
Yeah.
Sarah (06:42):
You know what? I kind of get that though. When I would visit my grandparents at about age seven, they didn't have anything other than the TV with the rabbit ears and a lot of shows would come on. I guess it was daytime programming for children, but that block that happens in the early afternoon in the summer, so it's not the cartoon block and all of these shows would come on that said TV Y7, but they would be tweens and I was obsessed with them because when you're seven, all you do is look up to older kids, and I remember they were Ready or Nwow ot, which was about these two girls navigating middle school and wow as soon as I said that, whatever the other thing, oh yeah, the other thing was this Australian show called Around the Twist, and I have no idea how it got syndicated to the us but they live in this lighthouse and it's all of these paranormal, supernatural things happen and I'm a scaredy cat. Not so much anymore, but I was big time back then, but there was something so charming about all of these ghosts. They were all really friendly and
John (07:47):
Strange things happen going "Round the Twist"
Sarah (07:50):
You know it! Oh my God. I loved it!
Hallie (07:52):
Yeah. John had a face when you said it where I was like, okay, John knows what you're talking about. I do not, but John does.
John (07:58):
It was freaky. It was like a super surreal show along the same lines as, do you remember Erie, Indiana?
Sarah (08:04):
I remember that name. I don't think I watched it.
John (08:07):
Yeah, I think it had Max from Hocus Pocus, but there was a slew of like... along all the time with all the Saturday morning cartoons. They also tried to introduce us to live action shows on Saturday mornings, including Goosebumps and Eerie, Indiana, and then they had going Round The Twist.
Sarah (08:28):
Yeah, this block would bleed. It was the transitional block from Saturday morning cartoons or whatever the day of the week it was, and then it would bleed into Blossom. That was you crossed the threshold into Blossom and I got in trouble for watching Blossom when I was seven.
John (08:46):
Those sunflower hats. Well, I read that one of the reasons that the show only had one season was because of the time slots. I guess it was two time slots a day like 6:30 AM and 2:00 PM which didn't make, I mean, this only aired during the summer, so it's not like kids would've missed this because they were in school, but yeah, 6:30 AM was a really strange time slot. It there's a lot of the former, the people that formerly worked in the show were speculating some of the reasons why it failed.
Sarah (09:22):
That's the infomercial block.
John (09:24):
Yeah
Hallie (09:24):
Six, totally, 6:30 AM. Was this Sarah Michelle Geller's first thing, was she not a name yet?
John (09:30):
I remember her Burger King commercials. I remember seeing some really rough footage of her Burger King commercials when she's younger than this, but
Sarah (09:40):
Speaking of fast food commercials, there is one of the girls, the redhead, Glory. I was like, I know her, and I went to her IMDB and this is her only credit, and I was like, no, I know her. And then in the trivia it listed that she was in, I don't remember what fast food it was now like a commercial for one of those chains.
Hallie (09:59):
She looked incredibly familiar to me too. I was like, I know I've seen this face somewhere.
John (10:04):
Well, I know that they got Brittany Daniel from Sweet Valley High, or at least that's what she got big for after this, who played, she played Mila, but I don't think that Mila had, I watched two episodes of this and I don't think that Mila was the off-camera character that they're referring to. She's an actress and she's coming back to town and Sarah Michelle Gellar's character or Sydney was saying, what if she's prettier than me?
Sarah (10:30):
Yeah. I don't think she's...I only watched the first episode and I know Brittany...
Hallie (10:33):
I only watched the first one too.
Sarah (10:35):
Right. I know Brittany Daniel is supposed to show up at some point, but I don't think that character is even mentioned in the first episode.
John (10:42):
And I was really disappointed too, cause I heard that. I also read that Mira Sorvino is one of the character's sisters in this show, and she didn't appear either, so I was looking up, so Sarah, Michelle Gellar, she was the big star that they got for this because she originally played before this, she was in a Kathy Bates movie in 89, which was her screen debut, and she played a young Jacqueline Bouvier or Jacqueline Kennedy right before this in a TV mini series.
Hallie (11:17):
Oh shit. Well, the funny thing is to me, you can tell she's the one with some, you can tell she's the one with the most experience in this realm because her acting is just a touch--not above in--do not get me wrong, listeners, not a touch above in talent, a touch above in, you can tell this girl had gotten some acting coaching, she got an audition coaching, all the drama was up to 50. There were some other people that I think had more raw talent to be really honest with you. I was like, oh, that kid actually looks like they have some talent. Not that Sarah Michelle Gellar doesn't have talent. That's what I'm saying. I'm saying as a young kid actor, you can tell she was a very like, and here we go, and she went for it.
Sarah (12:05):
Yeah. It feels like when you see somebody do a performance, you instantly know that they do it the exact same way every single time.
Hallie (12:17):
Well, and to me it actually is a really, that's so common I think with actually very talented actors who start young is that she, I feel like was able to harness a lot of that as she got older in a way that really works for her, I think, and actually makes her really fun to watch. I think she's fun to watch in movies in what we more all think know of her when she gets a little bit older into her early twenties, she I think was able to find what you can see brewing in this. It's just presented in this hilarious way because she doesn't know what to do with it yet.
Sarah (12:53):
You can draw a straight line, a straight but long line from this performance to Cruel Intentions.
Hallie (12:58):
I was just going to say that I was watching the whole...yep, exactly how I feel. You can very much see this into you. See exactly where she went. Cruel intentions also had that little twang of not fantasy, what's the word I'm looking for?
John (13:16):
Heightened.
Hallie (13:17):
Heightened, exactly. Had that twang of heightened, which this kind of is too a little bit, so she really, I think met her niche, and so I'm not saying she's a horrific actor, I just think you could tell she was the one that had been in showbiz a little longer, so that was fun.
Sarah (13:33):
She also strongly feels like she's in a soap opera and if I just watched, which this is fine because it is a show made by a 12 year olds, four or 12 year olds, but if I was watching this with no information, I would've been like, okay, Sydney is in a soap opera and everybody else is in Saved by the Bell.
Hallie (13:54):
Exactly. If I was directing this, which I'm not, if I was directing this show with all these little preteens, I'd be like, we all need to be in the same story. We all need to be in the same genre, and so let's all decide what we're going to do. Let's either up the drama or let's level out the drama.
John (14:13):
During the entire two episodes I watched, I just kept on thinking she's playing Muppet Baby Catherine, this could have been a prequel to Cruel Intentions. This is what Catherine was doing before Cruel Intentions.
Hallie (14:25):
Yeah, this is before she, you know...
Sarah (14:28):
So there is something else that I find really, really odd aside from Hallie's Point that they're not all on the same story. I'm also like what soap opera, which is how this is described, what soap opera has musical numbers. Does that keep happening? Did it happen again in episode two, John like, oh my gosh.
John (14:48):
It started off, they were singing this weird pop song. One of the characters was kind of absentmindedly singing it as she was going about her day. Yeah.
Hallie (14:58):
Is there going to be a romance with the mom and her? Is that her campaign manager? Who's she walking around with? The guy who was telling her about her day?
Sarah (15:09):
Oh yeah. I thought he was just helping to organize the event. Do you think he's on the campaign?
Hallie (15:15):
I don't know. Also, all I know is that that mom and those kitten heels that those kitten heels made me really upset too.
John (15:22):
I know. Yeah. I noticed those shoes right away.
Hallie (15:25):
Oh, those shoes. I was like, no. Were these the sensible shoes that the nineties women were told to wear?
John (15:33):
Sensible business lady shoes.
Hallie (15:35):
I feel like we also need to recast not just the people in this, but we also need to recast the fashion.
Sarah (15:42):
Oh, oh wow. I love it. I mean, I went deep on the human recasting. If you want to share some fashion recasting...
Hallie (15:50):
Okay, I'll take a stab at the that.
Sarah (15:54):
So I decided, and this is in large part because I don't know any child actors, but I also thought it would be more fun if we took this script and changed absolutely nothing and had Sarah Michelle Gellar reprise role as Sydney, and then every other actor is also in their forties or early fifties, and so what I did here, I don't think Shane McDermott's been anything in quite some time, so it didn't include him in the recasting. My apologies to Shane if he's still working. Obviously if this ever gets green lit, we can talk.
Hallie (16:29):
If you're listening Shane, let us know.
Sarah (16:30):
I thought, okay, let's do Sarah come back as Sydney and we're going to bring in Freddie Prinze Jr of course as Garrett because we have to and her mother because all of our politicians in America and their mid to late seventies should be Judith Light, and then...
Hallie (16:46):
Oh my God, no better casting has ever been spoken. Yes.
Sarah (16:50):
Her driver is Martin Mull, and by the way, I understand she's in her forties, so I'm assuming she's coming back from a horse center retreat instead of Camp. Sandy, who is the singer with the ice cream cone, I cast Jennifer Love Hewitt, so she can bring back the kids Incorporated Days. For Glory, her friend who was in the fast food commercial in real life, I thought that could be Gabrielle Union. Owen, who was the guy with the car and he is got the tunes, I cast Malcolm Jamal Warner, and then I labeled these two guys, rocket Boy One and Two, and then I found out their names are actually Neil and JT, but I'm not really sure which one is which. So for Rocket Boy one I said John Cho, and for Rocket Boy two Donald Faison. The minibike, boy whose name is actually Jimmy, I put Seth Green. Submarine Girl, girl and Submarine Girl's dad. I said Neve Campbell and David Hasselhoff, respectively. And then I also cast the waitress at the diner, but I gender reverses to Breckin Meyer and the event organizer as Wilson Cruz from my So-called Life and Rent.
John (18:09):
So pretty much like we just pillaged nthe casts of Can't Hardly Wait, and I Know What You did last summer. I love it.
Sarah (18:16):
And wait, what else is in there? I pillaged a lot of things. This is a who's who of Gen X. I pillaged Bring it On. She's All That. You said Can't Hardly Wait. American Pie. They're all in here.
Hallie (18:34):
Do you have some John?
John (18:35):
I mean you're going for to see where all these characters are now. Right?
Sarah (18:42):
I want them to be like 40, 50 somethings who are just dicking around in this small town. So yeah, I'm imagining John Cho and Donald Faison setting off a rocket. I'm not changing the script at all. And can you just imagine David Hasselhoff with that Swan Periscope and Neve is like, I don't want to go back to Swan's Crossing,
John (19:07):
And also she plays annoyed daughter very well from the Scream movies.
Hallie (19:12):
I took kind of a different approach with the recasting where my brain immediately went. Okay, either this is a Muppet's Christmas Carol situation where we have Sarah Michelle Gellar reprising her role as an adult, and then we have everyone else Muppets or we do this Summer Heights High style. Have you guys seen Summer Heights High?
Sarah (19:36):
Ohhh! Yes!
Hallie (19:37):
Where we have Sarah Michelle Gellar again at her age, and then we just have a bunch of young children around her.
Sarah (19:45):
The J'amie of this situation,
Hallie (19:47):
She's the J'amie of all of it, and so we have young 13 year olds and then actual Sarah Michelle Geller. I don't know. I feel like both could be funny.
John (20:00):
I love Summer Heights High. I love J'amie.
Hallie (20:02):
I love Summer Heights High. Oh my gosh. I was introduced to that in college and I couldn't, we all thought it was just the funniest thing we'd ever seen.
John (20:09):
I wasn't very creative with mine. Whenever we have shows or movies that take place in this time period, I think that this time period is too precious to modernize. I kind of want them to just do a period piece and to make it take place in 1992 again or 1991. 1992.
Hallie (20:28):
A Period Piece in 1992. Do you love how we're saying that? Yes. Oh my God. Dagger.
John (20:34):
But I was just thinking, I really want to see Millie Bobby Brown play a mean girl. I really want to see that happen. Just a full on. I need her to have another iconic performance outside of Eleven.
Hallie (20:50):
I feel like the mom would be decked out in Love Shack Fancy. Do you guys know what that is?
John (21:00):
Like B 52s?
Hallie (21:02):
Yeah. I feel like she would just be, we would replace those kitten heels was something equally annoying. But I don't know...and the young kids would be doing, actually as I think about this more, the young kids would be doing nineties fashion. They would just be doing it.
Sarah (21:21):
It'd be Y2K.
Hallie (21:23):
Yeah, exactly.
Sarah (21:25):
That's upsetting.
John (21:29):
Let's see, what was that I was thinking about? Do you remember, oh god, what's the name of from Portlandia? Is it called Feminist Bookstore?
Sarah (21:39):
Oh yeah.
John (21:40):
Yeah. I just remember when they did the flashback to their lives when they were successful eighties business women.
Sarah (21:47):
Oh, I didn't see that one.
John (21:50):
I would love those types of outfits for mom. Maybe even flip that up. Maybe even have Fred Armisen play the mom. I dunno.
Sarah (21:58):
Yeah.
Hallie (22:00):
Oh, that would be hilarious. Yes. Oh my God, I'd love that. He's the best no matter what. Oh, man. We also haven't talked enough about, I don't know the guy, the actor's name, but Uncle Frank, we also haven't talked about Uncle Frank being in this, aren't getting that reference.
Sarah (22:22):
Submarine dad.
Hallie (22:23):
Yeah, submarine dad,
John (22:25):
Gerry Bamman.
Hallie (22:26):
He seems like the biggest When was Home Alone was Home Alone after this
John (22:33):
91. Wait, 90 Home Alone was 1990.
Sarah (22:37):
The second Home Alone was the same year this came out
John (22:41):
And he was in a few things. He was in Pink Cadillac. True Believer. Cocktail.
Hallie (22:45):
He seems the biggest name in this.
John (22:48):
Yeah. When I first saw him, I thought, oh, he must be doing a favor to somebody.
Hallie (22:53):
I feel like what we are setting up, just to go back to the plot for a second, I feel like what we're setting up is that girl from the submarine is in that outfit. I think that's the girl from the submarine in a outfit her.
Sarah (23:12):
Oh
Hallie (23:13):
Dad has put her in to be safe. Re-entering the world.
John (23:16):
Yes, it is.
Sarah (23:17):
It's the alien creature.
Hallie (23:19):
Yes. The alien creature's, the girl. And I think now there's going to be a love triangle.
John (23:24):
Yes. There starts to be.
Sarah (23:26):
John can confirm having perceived the
Hallie (23:29):
He can confirm as he's one episode ahead.
Sarah (23:30):
John's a regular viewer of Swan's Crossing now.
John (23:34):
No, but there is actually a funny line in the second one where I laughed out loud, Sydney is talking to her friend, her best friend, I think it was Sandy that she was talking to, and Sarah Michelle Geller is talking about the incoming big actress Mila, who's coming like, what if she's prettier than me? And her friend says, well, you're skinny, you're rich, and you're popular, so you have so much going for you. And then Sarah Missile Geller says, well, what is she smarter than me? And then Sandy says, well, you're pretty much shit out of luck there.
Hallie (24:15):
Oh my God, wow
Sarah (24:18):
Ohhh Sandy! Okay, who would you want to play if you were in this cast? Because everything you just then made me want to be Sandy and she gets to sing into the ice cream cone, so that's cool.
Hallie (24:29):
Oh. Oh my god. Sarah, I can see it just, well you're shit out of luck.
John (24:34):
That ice cream cone that nobody ate except for their chauffeur and they were just holding an ice cream cone for like 20 minutes.
Sarah (24:42):
Okay. But when the waitress gave her the ice cream cone in the diner, I was like that is..no way is that a real ice cream cone?
Hallie (24:50):
I thought it was a cupcake at first because she took it so perfectly off the thing where she was. I was like, oh, and now what?
John (24:57):
Because I know how they usually make prop ice cream is that they usually mix it with, they usually like doctor cake frosting a little bit.
Hallie (25:06):
Yep. That's what I, yep.
John (25:08):
And the way that she was holding it too, it was like she's holding it. Nobody can see me, but she wasn't holding it at the stem. She was holding it at where
Hallie (25:15):
Exactly!
Sarah (25:17):
It literally looks like they're in Barbie land, they're in the world of Barbie and this is the plastic ice cream cone. And I love that.
Hallie (25:26):
The people that are employed by the ice cream shop are like, please take it for free and don't give us any money. It's your day. Please. Yeah, it felt it had that vibe. Oh, that's a great question. Who would we want to be in this?
John (25:42):
I mean, I don't know what it's so I think it's maybe the little gay boy that I was, I always fucking loved Sydney Rutledge characters, all the TV shows. I always loved the Mean Girls, and that eventually graduated into me loving Patsy Stone from Absolutely Fabulous or Karen Walker from Will and Grace. It just never stopped. I just always loved The Mean Girls. I think it's because Mean Girls, I, looking back, mean girls were often kind of id they got to say and do whatever they wanted, whatever was off the top of their head, and usually they got the funniest lines as a result. And I think that kind spoke to me as a blossoming, bitchy gay.
Hallie (26:34):
Then. It's true. The villain mean person is always so fun to play. That's such a...yeah, exactly. For why you said you get to say things that you might want to say in your everyday life but maybe don't or didn't learn how to say till later or I think I'd be her too. I think I'd be Sarah Michelle Gellar because I'd also love for someone to say that I had a direct line to Cruel Intentions with that attitude and dreams.
John (27:06):
And reading up on the rest of the episodes. It seems like the way that they described it in Entertainment Weekly was that Sydney behaves abhorrently throughout the show, but she's the main character and she has the main storylines and she's kind of the main protagonist and it's like, wow. I feel like they were kind of maybe trying to capitalize on...I have a couple theories I was thinking about Heathers in 88, Heather Chandler, one of the main takeaway characters from that movie. People loved. She was the most quotable character in that movie. And also Dynasty, I think I also heard Dynasty was mentioned as they were comparing, somebody was asking the producer, so there's no entertainment value in this show. And they said, well, does Dynasty have entertainment value? That's all just entertainment. That's what we're trying to do. We're trying to give these kids, we're trying to give kids what adults have in shows like Dynasty and Dynasty was all main groups.
Sarah (28:14):
Did you say this was written up in Entertainment Weekly?
John (28:17):
Yeah. Yeah. There's July 10th, 1992 by Alan Carter "Swan's Crossing TV for Teens."
Sarah (28:27):
This got this much notice? Whoa. This was a bigger deal than I realized.
John (28:34):
"According to Sarah Michelle Gellar 15, who plays vain, pouty, Sydney Rutledge, picture a younger blonder, Erica Kane. We do things like your best friend is mean, or you have a guy your parents don't like the stuff we can all relate to and a counterpoint to the regular soaps on Swan grownups called "grownies" in the show, get it?, will be seen, but not much heard." And I guess the only limit that they had was that there wasn't going to be any kissing on the show.
Hallie (29:04):
Really? Why?
John (29:09):
Yeah, because actually I guess a lot of people in the cast were like, when did we get to kiss each other? And the producer says Never. I guess that was their limit because the demographic was 7 to 15 year olds? But.
Hallie (29:23):
That's true. We're not on the Dawson's Creek. But also, yeah, I thought we were going to get a little peck in the first episode, but of course we didn't.
Sarah (29:33):
When that didn't happen, I was like, oh, okay. I just felt like that would've been the moment. There's not be any kissing on the show. But to your point, Hallie, I thought if I was a 12-year-old cast on the show, all I would've wanted to be doing was kissing my co-stars.
Hallie (29:47):
Well, first of all, I bet they were. I bet they were playing truth there. I dare you kiss Brendan.
Sarah (29:52):
Yeah.
Hallie (29:52):
I dare you to pack Brendan. I mean, yeah, I'm sure they were. That's that age. Also, this also perked in my brain as I was watching when they were talking about, what are you going to say when you see him? What are you going to do when you see him dah, dah. And then when he had that, well, she wants me there in an hour. I'm going to wait an hour, 10 minutes. I was like, wow, who taught pe--where in social development does it click to just be a monster? Where does it click in social development to these little societies we had right at those ages that kind of work, like adults just on a smaller scale. Do you know what I'm saying?
Sarah (30:35):
Oh yeah. No. Even in middle school, maybe not the very early days in middle school where you're just awkward, but by seventh or eighth grade, you know that you have to look like you don't care. I remember, not that this came up, but when I,
Hallie (30:50):
It's quite sad.
Sarah (30:51):
When I was 12, I was like, if a boy asks me out, I won't say yes. I'll say, sure. I wasn't going to say yes. I was going to say, "yeah, sure." I'm so chill.
Hallie (31:01):
Yeah, I mean this could go on to a whole other conversation, right, because it's so, yeah, we just somehow seem to just as social creatures learn these this crazy shit, which I think is so fascinating and you see it in this too, where at that young age to be a little manipulative. That's just crazy.
Sarah (31:24):
I think it was more just like you're so self-conscious that it feels like showing your hand too much to be like, yeah, I really like you, that it feels better to say "Yeah, sure." Than to be like, yes. "Yeah, I'd love that."
Hallie (31:38):
Right, right. You're at the age where nothing can be awesome.
Sarah (31:44):
So John is sharing in the chat some Swan's Crossing dolls and action figures. I feel like the Riding Outfit action figure looks familiar to me. I don't remember The Dolls. They're different or are they all the same thing? Because these action figure things look teeny tiny. And I did watch a commercial with the Dolls and they looked smaller than Barbie, but bigger than action figures.
John (32:15):
One more. And they also had a rock concert play set.
Hallie (32:19):
Oh my God.
John (32:21):
So I think I also read that some people attribute them doing these dolls or these little action figures as this cost too much money. And I guess the show was actually pretty expensive to make, which makes sense. But this was kind of an experiment. I don't think that there was ever a children's soap opera before this.
Sarah (32:43):
Having seen episode two and they do sing again. Is it like rotate? Are they all singers? Is this all leading up to, I'm like, how does the rock concert play at figure into this? Are they all on a band? What's happening?
John (32:58):
Well, they don't hint much at anything like that, but they do have that kid in the sunglasses and the keyboard in the back of his car, they have him singing again and they have one of the girls, I forget which one, it might be Sandy or Glory, one of those who's singing their little rocks, who's singing like their little early nineties pop song.
Sarah (33:23):
So just for the listeners at home in my recasting, this would be Jennifer Love Hewitt and Malcolm Jamal Warner. And I'm loving it.
Hallie (33:30):
It's a great recasting.
Sarah (33:32):
I honestly don't know what else to say. I thought this was pure joy and I really loved watching it. It felt like being a kid again. It was really fun.
Hallie (33:42):
I also could see a young, young, I feel like Sarah Michelle Gellar kind of has Sydney Sweeney energy. Do you know, I could see young Sydney Sweeney doing this role.
John (33:58):
Oh yeah, most definitely.
Hallie (34:00):
I feel like it just has that vibe too. And then Maude Appatow would have to be in it somehow too, because now I'm in a Euphoria casting. I guess.
Sarah (34:10):
Maybe we could do it where there's like the 40, 50 somethings and then we flash back to the 20 somethings. And so it's like Sydney Sweeney's playing the young Sarah Michelle.
Hallie (34:23):
Oh yeah. I love that.
John (34:24):
That Riding Doll looks nothing like Sarah Michelle Gellar.
Hallie (34:27):
No, but that Riding Doll's the only one I want.
Sarah (34:29):
I feel like. Yeah, I have some kind of hazy memory of a friend of mine having that doll. I couldn't tell you which friend. I just saw it when I was overplaying at somebody's house. And I guarantee you it's because we all had a horse girl phase.
John (34:46):
And there's a horse action figure somewhere. This is really weird of me to notice, but the Riding Doll has wider set legs than all the other dolls. So there must have been a horse somewhere that they were selling too.
Sarah (35:02):
Sold separately.
Hallie (35:05):
You know what? That's probably true. Wider set legs. Yes. Because she needs to ride a horse.
John (35:14):
And I think in the second episode, I think Garrett says she hasn't been this mad since I saw her riding trophies or since. Yeah, I hid all her riding trophies.
Sarah (35:26):
So the more I hear about Garrett, the less I like him. And unfortunately, I feel like he's exactly the kind of boy I would've had a crush on when I was 12.
Hallie (35:35):
Oh, of course. See, I would've had a crush on the rocket boy. I was thinking that the whole time. I was like the one who liked the other girl, that one.
Sarah (35:46):
But the rocket boys are nice and they like science. I'm talking about the fact that I would've been like I like the pretty boy who's mean to me. I don't think that's a healthy habit that I had.
Hallie (35:55):
No, but I totally get what you're, but I feel like the rocket boy didn't have any Well, no, he did. He liked the other girl. I don't know. There was something about, yeah, I don't know..
Sarah (36:07):
Who would you have had a crush on John?
John (36:09):
I mean, yeah probably Garrett. Because yeah people that were mean.
Sarah (36:15):
Yeah. Thankfully I've outgrown my mean person phase. I wish I never had that phase. But.
Hallie (36:21):
Yeah, I had that phase two. I had that phase two. Sarah. I think it's very common. Weirdly, I don't know why.
Sarah (36:28):
You're probably and insecure.
Hallie (36:30):
We're in our social worker part of the podcast. We have to do this every time.
John (36:36):
And I don't know, I think that mine kind of morphed into, I actually started getting crushes on class clowns.
Sarah (36:44):
Oh my gosh. That's a way better thing. They're entertaining.
John (36:48):
Yeah.
Hallie (36:50):
I always was a sucker for a talent crush. I always had the talent crush on people.
John (36:54):
So you would've had a crush on the piano playing guy in the back of his car.
Hallie (37:00):
Or It would've been a Lucy Schroeder situation. Right, where I would've been in love with the artsy piano boy and he would've wanted nothing to do with me. He just would've wanted to write his music notes on his manuscript. I don't know. Would've been sad. Would've been a sad situation.
Sarah (37:20):
Although I will say my first boyfriend was very sweet and didn't fit my crush pattern, so maybe I was stepping outside of my bad habits. Even at 14.
Hallie (37:30):
I had my first boyfriend, and I think at 12 we would eat lunch together. Huge deal. Right? We eat lunch together.
Sarah (37:37):
That's so cute.
Hallie (37:38):
Yeah. He would sit with me and all my girlfriends. That's how you knew you were a couple.
Sarah (37:42):
Yeah. If a boy was with the girls.
Hallie (37:45):
Right. If a boy was sitting with you and your friends, that was when, oh, they were dating. Dating. Hilarious.
Sarah (37:55):
Yeah. I enjoyed revisiting this age via this show because it was a really sweet time. Even though it's always hard to grow up, I actually do have some really fond memories of that age, getting a little more independence, and yet you're still not responsible for anything and your grades don't really matter. And it was just kind of fun. I liked being a tween.
John (38:18):
Did you ever watch my So-called Life After This? Feel Like watched?
Sarah (38:22):
Yeah. I watched my So Called Life when I was like 20, and I still appreciated it, but it didn't hit the same.
John (38:28):
Yeah, we watched that. It was just coming out and I feel like that has a lot fewer episodes than this did, and that's a lot more acclaimed now.
Sarah (38:34):
What is it like 20 or something like that? It's not a lot,
John (38:37):
But it's still considered revolutionary television for its time.
Sarah (38:42):
No, just going back to my casting that I'm obsessed with. I briefly had Claire Danes as Submarine girl, but I just really felt like Nev was the better fit. But then it made me think of my So-called Life and I wanted to get Wilson into the cast because so talented. We don't know if we're going to see more of Event Organizer yet. You know?
Hallie (39:02):
I thought this was a fun pick. I thought this was a fun little thing to watch. And I love that we got a suggestion.
Sarah (39:08):
Thank you, Taryn. Thank you so much.
John (39:10):
Thank you, Taryn. Good suggestion, Taryn. Keep them coming though.
Sarah (39:13):
If you want to make a suggestion for something we should watch either a movie or something fun, we should do for a mini episode like this one, go to our website forgottenfilmclub.com and click on the contact us button and you can fill out a really short and sweet form that tells us what you think we should review. And also please subscribe and leave us a rating.
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